Management of Pneumatosis Intestinalis in a Pediatric Burn Patient.
Pneumatosis intestinalis is gas in the wall of the gastrointestinal tract. It is not well described in pediatric burn patients. The authors present the case of a 23-month-old girl who sustained 40% total body surface area deep-partial and full-thickness burns as well as a grade two inhalational injury. On postburn day two, radiographic imaging showed extensive pneumatosis of the colon. She was managed with bowel rest, broad-spectrum antibiotics, and parenteral nutrition. Radiographic resolution of pneumatosis intestinalis occurred several days later and was followed by reinitiation of enteral feeds and bowel function. The patient later developed an abscess and a subsequent colocutaneous fistula that resolved with percutaneous drainage and conservative management. She healed and was able to avoid a laparotomy with possible bowel resection.